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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-420
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Brosche
Date of Introduction: June 26, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSHPS, F, R
Date of Analysis: June 14, 2018
Type of Action: Authorizing execution of documents necessary to consummate the installation of a memorial in Hemming Park; Ordinance Code amendments; designation of oversight agency
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the Mayor and other City officials to execute documents necessary for the City to claim its Duval County Memorial Monument from the National Memorial for Peace and Justice in Alabama and to install the monument in Hemming Park to commemorate the county’s lynching victims. It amends the Ordinance Code to create a new Chapter 54 – Peace and Justice Memorial Monument Oversight Committee – and establishes the membership, functions, powers and duties of the committee. The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 111 – Special Revenue and Trust Accounts – to create a new Section 111.107 – Peace and Justice Memorial Monument Special Revenue Fund. The Peace and Justice Memorial Monument Oversight Committee created under the new Chapter 54 is designated as the City’s oversight agency for the retrieval and installation of the memorial.
Background Information: The Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) is an organization in Montgomery, Alabama committed to ending mass incarceration and excessive punishment in the United States, to challenging racial and economic injustice, and to protecting basic human rights for the most vulnerable people in American society. EJI spent several years researching and documenting lynchings in the United States, compiling a list of over 4,400 incidents in 800 counties across the U.S. A National Memorial for Peace and Justice has been created in Montgomery which consists, in part, of two sets of 800 steel columns representing each of the U.S. counties where lynchings occurred, each inscribed with the names of the lynching victims in that county. One set of the columns collectively forms a permanent memorial square at the center of the National Memorial, the other 800 columns are spread across a 6-acre park waiting to be claimed and installed by the counties they represent in a way that will provide historical context and help communities engage in discussing their histories in constructive and meaningful ways. This bill authorizes the City to claim its memorial column and erect it in Hemming Park with appropriate historical contextualization as determined by the Peace and Justice Memorial Monument Oversight Committee in consultation with the Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department. A special revenue fund is created to accept private donations toward the cost of the transport and installation of the memorial.
Policy Impact Area: Historical commemoration
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined cost, anticipated to be funded from private contributions.
Analyst: Clements
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